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Turkey Boosts Imports of Russian Wheat and Sunflower Oil 

in 2025 

In 2025, Russia exported more than 12 million tons of agricultural products to Turkey, valued at 

approximately $3.8 billion, according to expert estimates. This represents a 9% increase in export 

value compared with 2024. 

The largest share of export revenues came from five key product groups. Wheat ranked first with 

shipments worth around $1.2 billion, followed by sunflower oil at over $1.1 billion. Other major 

export categories included bran with nearly $322 million, legumes at $296 million, and pulp and 

meal totaling $178 million. 

A particularly strong increase was seen in rice exports. While Russia supplied rice to Turkey worth 

only $16,000 in 2024, shipments surged to $8.8 million in 2025, mostly consisting of hulled rice. 

Significant growth was also recorded in other agricultural products. Flaxseed exports increased 

14-fold, while molasses shipments rose 2.9 times and barley exports expanded 2.7 times compared 

with the previous year. 

Despite the growth, the highest value of Russian agricultural exports to Turkey was recorded in 

2022, when shipments exceeded $5 billion. 5 

Turkey’s TMO Issues International Tenders for Barley and 

Corn Imports 

European traders reported on Monday that the Turkish Grain Board, Turkish Grain Board (TMO), 

has issued an international tender to purchase around 175,000 tons of feed barley. 

The deadline for submitting price offers is March 13. 

In addition, TMO has launched a separate international tender to import approximately 280,000 

tons of feed corn, with bids scheduled to close on March 16. The move reflects continued strong 

demand for feed grain imports following Turkey’s weak summer harvest. 

According to the tender conditions, barley shipments are expected to take place between March 

25 and April 17, with individual consignments ranging from 10,000 to 25,000 tons. 

Shipments are planned for delivery to several Turkish ports, including İskenderun, Adana, Mersin, 

Bandırma, Tekirdağ, Samsun, and Trabzon. 

Market sources also noted that domestically produced barley cannot be sold under this tender, 

highlighting Turkey’s reliance on imported feed grains this season.3 

 

 



 

3 

 

Russia Boosts Corn Starch Production and Exports in 2025 

Corn starch, a white or slightly yellowish powder produced from corn kernels, is widely used 

across multiple industries thanks to its functional properties. 

In the food industry, it serves as a thickener, stabilizer, and binding agent. The product is valued 

for its mild taste, smooth texture, and strong moisture-absorbing capacity, making it a common 

ingredient in soups, sauces, confectionery products, snacks, and ready meals. 

Beyond food production, corn starch is also utilized in pharmaceutical, cosmetic, textile, and paper 

industries, where it helps enhance product texture and improve structural qualities. 

Global market outlook 

Demand for corn starch continues to grow as industries increasingly shift toward natural and plant-

based ingredients, replacing synthetic substances in several applications. These include packaging 

materials, biodegradable plastics, and personal hygiene products. 

According to data from Research and Markets, the global corn starch market is expected to expand 

significantly in the coming years. Market value is projected to reach $23.74 billion in 2026, with 

an average annual growth rate of 7.94% through 2033, when the market could grow to $43.74 

billion. 

Russian production and exports 

Data from the Association of Deep Processing Enterprises of Grain Soyuzkhrachmal indicates that 

corn starch production in Russia reached 367,700 tons in 2025, marking a 5.5% increase compared 

with 2024. Export performance grew even faster. 

In 2025, Russian corn starch exports exceeded 40,000 tons, with a total value of nearly $17 million. 

Compared with the previous year, export volumes rose by 12%, while export value increased by 

14%. 

The main importers of Russian corn starch were Belarus, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and 

Kyrgyzstan, which together accounted for the largest share of shipments in 2025.7 

Russian Grain and Fertilizer Exports Continue 

Uninterrupted via Baltic Ports 

Exports of grain and fertilizers from Russia’s Baltic ports are continuing without major 

disruptions, although some shipments have been redirected to northern ports due to heavy ice 

conditions in the Gulf of Finland. 

According to the holding company Port Alliance, which manages port infrastructure in Murmansk, 

part of the cargo flow has been temporarily rerouted to the Murmansk bulk terminal located in the 

ice-free Kola Bay on the Barents Sea. 
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The company reported that, due to difficult ice conditions in the Gulf of Finland, an exporter 

transferred the transshipment of about 100,000 tons of potash fertilizers to the Murmansk terminal. 

The cargo will be shipped in two consignments of 50,000 tons each, scheduled for delivery to 

South Africa in March. 

For these shipments, the terminal arranged Supramax bulk carriers to transport the fertilizers. 

Currently, the Baltic basin remains the main gateway for Russian fertilizer exports, accounting for 

around 84% of the country’s total maritime shipments of fertilizers. 5 

Russia Ships New Grain Batch to Armenia via Azerbaijan 

A new batch of grain weighing 488 tons has been transported from Russia to Armenia via 

Azerbaijan, according to the state news agency AzerTAc. 

The report states that more than 21,000 tons of grain have been delivered along this route as of 

March 9, highlighting the continued use of the Azerbaijan transit corridor for shipments between 

Russia and Armenia. 

In addition to grain supplies, about 610 tons of fertilizers produced in Russia were also transported 

to Armenia using the same route. 6 

Russia Introduces New Rules for GMO Control in Seeds 

New regulations on GMO monitoring in seeds have come into force in Russia, strengthening 

requirements for the detection of genetically modified organisms in agricultural seed trade. 

According to the Federal State Budgetary Institution Center for Quality Control in Agriculture, 

operating under the supervision of Rosselkhoznadzor, the updated rules require testing for GMOs 

when importing or exporting agricultural plant seeds. Such verification must be carried out by 

accredited inspection bodies within the Russian Federation. 

Authorities also reminded farmers that seeds sold on the domestic market must be periodically 

tested for the presence of GMOs, particularly due to the potential risk of cross-pollination with 

genetically modified crops. 

Maintaining non-GMO agricultural production remains one of Russia’s competitive advantages in 

the global market, as many major agricultural exporters do not follow a strict GMO-free policy.5 

Russian Grain Exports to Lebanon Rise More Than 36% in 

2025/26 Season 

Since the start of the 2025/26 marketing season through the end of February, Russian grain 

shipments to Lebanon reached 545,000 tons, compared with 400,000 tons during the same period 

of the previous season. Over the entire 2024/25 season, exports totaled about 600,000 tons. 
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A notable increase was recorded in barley shipments, which reached around 81,000 tons, marking 

the highest level since the 2019/20 season. By comparison, about 30,000 tons were exported during 

the whole previous season. 

Supplies of corn also expanded, with 10,000 tons already shipped in the current season, 

representing a significant increase compared with the same period last year. 

Analysts from Agroexport attribute the rise in barley and corn shipments primarily to strong 

demand for feed crops from Lebanon’s livestock sector, where most domestic production and 

imports are used for animal feed. 

According to forecasts by the United States Department of Agriculture, barley consumption in 

Lebanon could reach 330,000 tons in the 2025/26 season, up 30,000 tons year-on-year. With 

domestic production expected to remain at around 30,000 tons, imports could rise to 300,000 tons, 

potentially setting a new record. 

Corn demand, although slightly lower year-on-year, remains relatively strong. Imports are 

projected at about 900,000 tons, while total consumption is expected to remain at a similar level. 

Lebanon has also increased its purchases of Russian wheat. Between July 2025 and February 2026, 

imports reached around 450,000 tons, compared with about 400,000 tons during the same period 

of the previous season. In the entire 2024/25 season, Lebanon imported just under 550,000 tons of 

Russian wheat. 

Unlike barley and corn, wheat demand in Lebanon mainly comes from the food processing sector, 

analysts noted. 

USDA estimates indicate that wheat consumption in Lebanon could reach 840,000 tons in 2025/26, 

an increase of 20,000 tons year-on-year, while imports are projected at 700,000 tons, up 33,000 

tons from the previous season. 4 

Strong Demand Keeps Ukrainian Wheat Prices Steady 

Prices in the Ukrainian wheat market showed only minor changes last week, remaining largely 

supported by limited grain supply and steady demand from processing companies. 

Farmers continued to hold back wheat sales, preferring to delay transactions, although some sellers 

were willing to slightly reduce prices to secure working capital ahead of the upcoming sowing 

campaign. 

Bid prices for second-grade milling wheat were reported in the range of 9,600–10,800 UAH per 

ton CPT, while feed wheat was quoted at 9,000–10,100 UAH per ton CPT. 

In Ukraine’s export terminals, prices for milling wheat were assessed at $213–220 per ton CPT-

port, while feed wheat was priced at $208–215 per ton CPT-port.2 
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Ukraine Raises Minimum Export Price for Soybeans in 

March 

The Ministry of Economy, Environment and Agriculture of Ukraine has revised the minimum 

allowable export prices for agricultural commodities under the country’s export assurance regime. 

The changes were formalized in Order No. 3853 dated March 10. 

Under the updated rules, the minimum export price for soybeans on an FOB basis was set at $0.398 

per kg for March, compared with $0.337 per kg in February, marking the highest level since the 

pricing mechanism was introduced. 

At the same time, the minimum price on a CPT basis was established at $0.257 per kg, up from 

$0.216 per kg in February. The new CPT level matches the figure recorded in October 2025, 

although it remains below earlier peaks. 

The revised price thresholds will apply throughout March to exports of several agricultural 

products, including wheat and wheat-rye mixtures (meslin), barley, corn, rye, oats, soybeans, 

rapeseed, sunflower seeds, as well as sunflower, soybean and rapeseed oils, honey, and nuts. 2 

Ukraine Corn Market Strengthens as Export Prices Rise 

Feed corn prices in the Ukrainian market increased slightly last week, supported by steady demand 

from buyers and limited grain sales from farmers. 

Market participants reported that many producers continued to hold back supplies, which helped 

maintain upward pressure on prices. At the same time, rising export quotations and the weakening 

of the national currency against the US dollar also contributed to the gradual strengthening of the 

market. 

Bid prices for feed corn were reported in the range of 8,900–10,300 UAH per ton CPT in the 

domestic market. 

In Ukraine’s export terminals, prices for the grain were mostly recorded at $209–214 per ton CPT-

port, reflecting firm demand in the export segment.2 

High Sunflower Prices Push Ukrainian Farmers 

Toward Oilseeds 

Oilseed production in Ukraine is expected to recover in the 2026/27 season following the tight, 

deficit-driven conditions seen in the previous marketing year. 

Early spring weather conditions are generally favorable for spring crops, while farmland allocation 

is again shifting toward more profitable crops. Strong sunflower seed prices remain a key signal 
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for farmers, encouraging area expansion and strengthening the position of oilseeds relative to 

grains. 

However, final planting decisions will still depend on several factors, including input costs, 

fertilizer availability, and the reliability of export corridors. This reflects the typical seasonal 

pattern in which farmers evaluate profit margins between competing crops. 

Analysts also note that Ukraine continues to increase its focus on oilseed production and 

processing, a trend that could become even more pronounced in the upcoming season. 

The 2026/27 marketing year is expected to further confirm a shift away from exporting raw 

oilseeds toward domestic crushing. Export duties on soybeans and rapeseed are improving 

processing margins inside the country by boosting utilization of crushing facilities and increasing 

the share of vegetable oils and meals in export flows. 

Market observers emphasize that this development represents a long-term structural shift rather 

than a temporary trend within Ukraine’s oilseed sector. 

Across the Black Sea–Danube River–Balkan Peninsula region, margins are increasingly shifting 

from raw oilseed exports toward higher value-added products. The regional market is increasingly 

functioning as an integrated deficit market, where strong demand from crushers and supportive 

biofuel policies in the European Union continue to underpin the oilseed sector.1 

Currency Fluctuations and Tax Uncertainty Slow 

Kazakhstan Grain Trade 

Trading activity in the wheat and barley market in Kazakhstan remained subdued last week, with 

most shipments carried out under previously signed contracts, while new deals were limited. 

Market sentiment was pressured by uncertainty surrounding tax policy and fluctuations in the 

national currency, the tenge, according to analysts from APK-Inform Asia. 

Based on monitoring data, export price indications for wheat were reported at $250–265 per ton 

DAP for Class 3 wheat at Saryagash Station, $245–255 per ton DAP for Class 4 wheat, and $215–

225 per ton DAP for Class 5 wheat. 

In the domestic market, prices for Class 3 wheat (23–25% gluten) ranged between 88,000–95,000 

tenge per ton EXW, while Class 4 wheat was quoted at 87,000–92,000 tenge per ton EXW and 

Class 5 wheat at 82,000–86,000 tenge per ton EXW. 

Activity in the barley segment also declined, partly due to a slowdown in shipments to Iran, which, 

according to market participants, have currently stopped completely. 

Export price indications for barley were reported at $250–260 per ton FOB from Port of Aktau, 

$235–250 per ton DAP at Saryagash Station, and $210–220 per ton DAP at Altynkol Station. 
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On the domestic market, barley prices were indicated at 85,000–90,000 tenge per ton EXW. 2 

Hormuz Shipping Disruptions Could Push Global Food 

Prices Higher 

Escalating tensions in the Middle East and disruptions to shipping through the Strait of Hormuz 

could lead to significant increases in global food prices, according to a report by the Italian 

newspaper Corriere della Sera. 

The situation threatens potential interruptions in fertilizer supplies, which analysts warn could 

trigger a new wave of global food inflation. 

Data from the International Trade Centre shows that the Persian Gulf region accounts for about 

14.4% of global fertilizer exports, making it the second-largest exporting region after Russia, 

which holds roughly 22.4% of the global market. 

Shipping restrictions in the strait have already pushed fertilizer prices higher. According to the 

Chicago Mercantile Exchange, urea prices surged by about 26% over the past week, reaching 

levels last seen in November 2022. 

Amid these disruptions, Russia’s role in global fertilizer supplies is increasing. The publication 

notes that grain-producing countries are beginning to replace fertilizers traditionally sourced from 

Qatar and Saudi Arabia with Russian alternatives, particularly urea and diammonium phosphate.5 

Iraq Secures 18 Months of Wheat Supply with Strategic 

Reserves 

Iraq has accumulated strategic wheat reserves sufficient to meet domestic demand for the next 18 

months, according to Mohammed Hanoun, spokesperson for the country’s Ministry of Trade of 

Iraq, in comments to Rudaw. 

Hanoun said that despite regional trade disruptions linked to tensions involving the United States, 

Israel, and Iran, Iraq has maintained stable food supplies thanks to its accumulated grain stocks. 

The Ministry of Trade emphasized that the country’s food market remains stable and under control, 

adding that authorities are closely monitoring developments in the region and taking steps to 

prevent speculation or artificial price increases for essential food products. 

In recent years, the government has prioritized building strategic reserves of key commodities, 

including wheat, rice, sugar, and cooking oil, to strengthen food security. 



 

9 

 

According to experts, these stockpiles provide a buffer that allows Iraq to meet domestic demand 

in the medium term, even if imports are temporarily disrupted, helping ensure the availability of 

bread and other staple foods amid ongoing regional tensions.1 

Algeria Seeks Milling Wheat in New Import Tender 

The Algerian state grain agency Office Algérien Interprofessionnel des Céréales (OAIC) has 

announced a tender to purchase 50,000 tons of milling wheat. 

Applications for participation in the tender will be accepted until March 11, 2026. 

According to the tender terms, the wheat shipments are scheduled for delivery to Algeria during 

several periods: April 1–15, April 16–30, May 1–15, May 16–31, June 1–15, and June 16. 3 

China Sets Grain Production Target of 725 Million 

Tons by 2030 

China has outlined key priorities for agricultural development through 2030, focusing on 

improving productivity and strengthening food security as part of the country’s 15th Five-Year 

Plan (2026–2030). 

The strategy was presented during the fourth session of the National People's Congress of China, 

which opened on March 5. 

According to the government report, China aims to increase total grain production to around 725 

million tons by 2030, compared with the record harvest of 715 million tons recorded last year. 

Authorities plan to achieve this primarily by raising crop yields rather than expanding agricultural 

land, given the country’s limited land and water resources. 

The plan emphasizes maintaining stable production of rice and wheat, while expanding the 

cultivation of corn and soybeans to strengthen domestic supply. 

To support these goals, China intends to increase investment in agricultural technologies, including 

modern machinery, soil protection programs, and the development of high-yield crop varieties. 

In addition, Beijing plans to establish “stable and controlled foreign supply channels” by 

diversifying agricultural imports and allowing moderate imports of high-quality products that are 

in short supply domestically, while coordinating foreign trade with domestic production policies. 

The strategy also highlights the development of synthetic biology and alternative protein sources, 

aiming to reduce reliance on agricultural imports in the long term.4 
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